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PREFATORY NOTE

WITH this publication of S'ri-mad-Bhagavad-Gitd, we have
completed the series of Scriptures (The 108 Upanisads and
the Gita which 1s also an Upanisad according to the colophon
at the end of each chapter) with the hitherto unpublished
comrientary of Upamisad Brahma Yogin  In this series con-
sisting of 9 volumes, there are included practically all the
Upanisads that have come down to us under that name,
including 71 not included in the well-known ¢ hundred and
eight’ and published separately under the title of Unpublished
Upanisads (1933)

The Adyar Library has also started a corresponding
series of English Translations for the Upanisads and two
volumes are already published It 1s hoped that these series
of Texts and Translations will be of some help to persons
who are interested 1n Indian Religion and Philosophy

The name of Pandit S Subrihmanyn Sastri, who has
edited this volume 1s well-known to Sanskritists and especially
to the readers of the various publications of the Adyar Library
and The Theosophicil Publishing House He 1s now en-
gaged 1n going through. a number of works 1n various branches
of Samskrit Literature with a view to their early publication
It 1s a wonder to us all how he finds time to attend to all
these works, and that, with characteristic and unsurpassed
thgroughness and precision
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The least I could do 1s to tender, once more, my
grateful thanks both to the Editor, Brahma sri Subrahmanya
S'astriar (who has been ably assisted in his work by the
Pandits of the Adyar Library) and to m colleague and
erudite scholar Dr C Kunhan R3ja who has contributed a
valuable introduction to this publication

Adyar G SRINIVASA MURTI,
3rd March, 1941 Honorary Director
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INTRODUCTION

THE Adyar Library 1s now presenting to the world the text of
Srimad Bhagavad Gita with the commentary of S'ri Upanisad
Brahma Yogin, for the first time The Library has already
published the commentaries of S'ri Upanisad Brahma Yogin
on the 108 Upanisads The 98 Minor Upanisads were brought
under six main classes, namely, Samnyasa, Yog1, Samanya-
Vedanta, Vaisnava, Saiva and S’akta, and were published 1n six
corresponding volumes Of the Major Upanisads, eight were
published 1n one volume and the Chandogya and the Brhad-
aranyaka appeared in another volume The Bhagavad Gita,
along with the Upanisads, comes within the field of the basic
texts of the Vedanta, and as such, 1t 1s quite fitting that this
work alsoshould appear in a volume uniform with the Upanisads
The question may very legitimately be asked, why, when
there are many commentaries on the Gita, this new commen
tary, a rather modern one, should be published What 1s the
contribution which this addition has to make to our knowledge
of the teaching of the Gita or the text of the Gita ? The fact
that there are commentaries and commentaries on the Gita 1s
the one main justification for the publication of this commen-
tary The presence of the many commentaries shows that the
text affords scope for many interpretations No commentary
1s a mere recapitulation of the previous one Each onc of them
has an individuality =~ This commentary 1s written by one who
was brought up 1n the tradition of the S'ankara School He
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closely follows the commentary of S'ankara and, in many
places, he even reproduces expressions from the commentary of
Sankara But 1t 1s not a copy or a summary or a mere para-
phrase of that commentary There 1s selection, there 1s re-pre-
sentation Indeed there 1s no new doctrine, no new approach,
no new Interpretation , there 1s only a new presentation

The text followed 1n this commentary 1s the text accepted
by the great Acaryas That 1s the text containing 700 verses
in 18 chapters  That 1s the traditional text Thats the real
text of the Gita The commentator 1s not concerned with the
many textual problems that are presented to modern scholars
by research workers It 1s very doubtful if he had any notion
of such problems It 1s very likely that he had never heard of
them, and not thought about them The text shows the un-
broken and unshaken continuity of the tradition of the text
of the Gitd in India No orthodox commentator in India,
either 1n early days or 1n modern days, has recogmsed another
text of the Gita

But 1n modern times the problem of the text of the Gita
has been brought to the forefront by certain research scholars
The problem cannot be denied as 1t presents certain difficulties
which cannot be overlooked The question of the authentic
text of the Gitd 1s not a simple one  Ancient texts themsclves
form the root of this difficulty  If there had not been certamn
ancient texts which provoked some doubt regarding the genuine-
ness of the traditional text, the problem would not have been
considered with the same enthusiasm as 1t 1s being done now

The Bhagavad Gita forms chapters 25 to 42 of the
Bhisma Parvan of the Mahabharata In the chapter that im-
mediately follows, namely, chapter 43, there 1s a mention of
the number of verses that are to be found 1n the Gita This
number does not fit i with the actual number found in the
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traditional text, which 1s 700 The number as given 1n verses
4 and 5 of chapter 43 1s 745 (or 741 according to certain read-
ings) The verses are
weadify affafa eiFw 9 Fa |
AgT |y I=Ed au =)y 9 85 ||
‘gqIE HFENF A AaEgEaa ||

According to this, the text of the Bhagavad Giti 1s to
be distributed as follows

S'ri Krsna 620 slokas
Arjuna 57 "
Safijaya 67 ’
Dhrtarastra 1 gloka

Total 745 slokas

Some manuscripts read gg mnstead of gy in both the

places and in this case the number will be 4 less, that 1s,
only 741 But the usual reading 1s with gg and the number

15 745 It 1s reported that the translation into Persian

follows a text with 745 verses
In the extant text of the Bhagavid Gita, the distribu-

tion 1s as follows

Ch  Sri Krsna  Arjuna Safijaya  Dhrtarastra Total

1 21 25 1 47
2 63 6 3 72
3 40 3 43
4, 4 1 42
5 28 1 29
6 42 5 47
7 30 30
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Ch YriKrsna Aruna Safijaya Dhrtarastra  Total

8 26 2 28

9 34 34
10 35 7 42
11 14 33 8 55
12 19 1 20
13 34 34
14 26 1 27
15 20 20
16 24 24
17 27 1 28
18 71 2 5 78
Total 574 84 41 1 700

If the two sets of figures are put together 1t would be
as follows

No i Ch 43 No in the text  Daifference

S'ri Krsna 620 574 46 less

Arjuna 57 84 27 more

Safijaya 67 41 26 less

Dhbrtarastra 1 1 il
Total 745 700

It 1s a matter deserving serious consideration that in the
Mahabharata itself, after giving the Gita in 18 chapters with
700 slokas, there should be mentioned 1n the immediately
following chapter a number that has nothing to do with the
actual number 1n the text This nfatter has been a puzzle
and 1t 1s really a puzzle There are two possibilities , Either
the text we have now 1s different from the genuine and authen-
tic text which should have been in the Mahabhirata , San-
kara commented on a certain recension, this recension 1s
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different from the genuine Mahabharata text of the Gita,
the differences must be vital and material , on account of the
importance whicl this recension assumed, having been adopted
by Sankara ang also by the Acaryas who followed him, this
text has replaced the genuine text of the Mahdbhirata, the
original genuine text 1s now lost  Or 1t may be that the text
accepted by Sankara 1s the genumne text, the verses where
the enumeration 1s given are later nterpolations based on
some other text and the interpolation continued in manus-
cripts though this later recension was not accepted by anybody

An organisation located in Madras bearing the designa-
tion of Suddha Dharma Mandala published about quarter
of a century ago, 1 text of the Gita with a commentary
by one Hamsa Yogin, which has 745 glokas The Associa-
tion claims for this text an antiquity earlier than S'ankara,
the commentator being placed n the fifth century Un-
fortunately, there 1s no evidence for the existence of such
a text except the verbal testimony of the members of the
Assocuation and the printed text But this 1s something
which research cannot accept as a basis for critical exami-
nation The onginal manuscript which formed the basis
of the publication must be produced The genuineness of the
manuscript must be tested In the absence of any such
possibility, the claim has to be set aside for the time being by
those engaged in research Research scholars will only be
too happy to get at a genuine ancient text which agrees with
the traditional enumeration With due respect to the dili-
gence and enthusiasm Of the members of the Association and
withoute casting any slur on the good faith of the members 1n
bringing out the edition and in doing propaganda for its
acceptance, 1t must be definitely stated that until the original
manuscripts are made available for scientific investigation and
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scrutiny, the theory of this text being the genuine Mahabharata
text of the Gita with 745 slokas cannot be seriously considered

Dr F G Schrader, a former Director of this Library,
has brought forward a theory of the existence\nf a recension of
the Gita which 1s really ancient and which has been widely
accepted by scholars of reputation 1n ancient times  He calls
it the Kashmerian recension  This recension of the, Gitd does
not give any help for the solution of the niddle of the number
of slokas in the Gitd, except in a negative way It at best
proves that the text as commented on by S'ankara 1s not the
only text of the Gita known 1 ancient India and that there 1s
at least another text, i1t may be that there were other texts
and the text with 745 sglokas may be one of them

The S'uddha Dharma Mandala edition of the Gita has 26
chapters The first and the last are introductory and con-
cluding The remaining 24 are divided into four groups of
6 chapters each The verse n the 43rd chapter of the Bhisma
Parvan where the number of verses in Gita 1s given, does not
give the number of chapters So we have no evidence either
way, for the 18 chapters of the traditional text or for the 26
chapters of the S'uddha Dharma Mandala edition In the
traditional dhyana sloka of the Gita, the number of chapters
1s given as 18 (a‘{g]{ﬂl%ﬂlfa;ﬁ‘{)

What 1s called the Kashmerian recension 1s not such a
different text from the traditional one as the S'uddha Dharma
Mandala edition 1s There are a few verses added, a very
small number of verses found in the traditional text are
omitted in the Kashmerian recension * There are considerable
variations 1n readings  The Gita in this recension alsos 1n 18
chapters Nothing definite can be said about the number of
verses m this recension, since what 1s called the Kashmerian
recension 1s not a fixed one There are considerable variations
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in regard to the additional passages in different manuscripts

that are considered the sources for our information about this
recension

Dr FO ﬁchrader published a part of what he calls
the Kashmerian recension of the Gita from Stuttgart in
1930 The traditional text of the GItd was published by
Mr S N JTadpatrikar from Poona in 1934 with the vanations
found n the Kashmerian recension given as foot notes  Prof
S K Belvalkar contributed an article to the New Indian
Antiguary of 1939 (July Vol II, No 4) in which he submits
the so called Kashmenran recension to a very searching analysis
and attempts to establish the genuineness of the traditional
text of the Gita  He has special opportunities and facilities for
the work 1n so far he has undertaken the edition of the Bhisma
Parvan of the Mahabharata for the Bhandarkar Institute
He has closely studied a large number of Mahabharata
manuscripts  His conclusion 1s that there 1s nothing which
can legitimately be called a Kashmerian recension  There are
certain variants 1n certain manuscripts of Mahabharata But
these variants have nothing particular to do with Kashmere

It will take me too far out of the path if I begin to
examine the whole problem of the Kashmerian recension of
the Gita in this Introduction I am not interested, in this
Introduction, 1n the historical problem of whether the so
called Kashmernan recension 1s an earlier and as such the
really genumne recension of the Gitd or whether the
Kashmerian recension 1s only a later recast of the real
Gita, which 1s the text &s accepted by the great Acaryas, where
an attempt has been made to improve on the orginal Gita
‘What interests me 1s only the question of what the Gitais No
one can deny the fact that the Gitd has assumed its present
important position because the Acaryas have accepted the
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text as something of divine origin I do not think that there
1s anything 1n the text itself which marks 1t out so prominently
that 1ts importance would have been recognised by modern
scholars even without the imitiative and juidance of the
Acaryas If Sankara had not commented on the text, if
through the tradition of the Aciryas, the text had not been
endowed with a divine origin, the text would have merely
formed a part of the Mahabharata as any other part, and no
one would have troubled about its original form and 1ts
evolution and transmutation  And once 1t 1s conceded that the
importance of the Gita les in the value which the Acaryas
have attached to it, 1t must follow naturally that only that
Gita 1s important which has been accepted as the words of
the Lord by the Acaryas

It 1s something which we cannot accept that there was
the real Gitd, the real words of the Lord, as contained 1n the
Kashmerian recension and that the Acaryas did not know the
real Giti That the Acdryas were victims of a dupe as
regards the Gita or were themselves guilty of being dupes
having dumped on humanity a text which they knew 1s not
the real teaching of the Lord, this 1s a position which I
cannot for a moment think of considering, with any sort of
sympathy  If there 1s a Gitd which 1s worth anything, if there
15 a Gita which derives 1its value, being accepted by the
Acdryas as the direct Teaching of the Lord, 1t 1s the Gita
with seven hundred verses divided into eighteen chapters, as
has been commented upon by the Acaryas There are Gitis
and Gitas and if there 1s any othef Gita whether a Kash
merian Gitd or a Suddha Dharma Mandala Gita, 1t 1s only
one among the many Gitds and not the Gita

The relative age of the so called Kashmerian recension
1s a point of minor mmportance The real Gita accepted by
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the Acidryas loses not a bit of 1ts value even 1f 1t can be proved
with dependable evidence that the Kashmerian recension 1s
known to have cxisted at an age earlier than the time when
the Gita accepte 'by the Acaryas can be proved to have existed
The Adyar Library has published the Gita whose genuine-
ness 1s established by its acceptance by the Acaryas, which,
after all, js the only test for the genuineness of such a work
All that one can prove 1n favour of the Kashmernian Gita 1s that
it existed at a certain definite ancient time, and perhaps also
that there 1s no evidence of the Gita accepted by the Acdryas
having existed at that time But they cannot prove that the
Gita of the Acaryas did not exist at that time or at an earhier
time Until 1t can be proved that the Kashmerian Gita
1s the Gita which has been accepted by the Aciryas, the
value of the 700 verses Gitd remains unshaken and supreme
The Kashmenian Gita may have a value for the historian,
but 1t cannot claim the sanctity of the real Gita

The phantom of a Kashmerian Gita may be driven out
rather easily But the difficulty of the number of verses in
the Gita 1s still there The number 1s gwven in the Maha-
bharata immediately after the Gita 1s written out mn 700
verses and the number 1s undisputedly 745  Professor
S K Belvalkar has attempted to solve this Giti-riddle in a
rather ingenious way  The solution 1s original and clever, but
I am afraid 1t 1s neither final not acceptable He has contri-
buted an article to the Annals of the Bhandarkar Oriental
Research Institute, Vol XIX, Part IV with the heading—
“The Bhagavad gita riddle unriddled ” His general position
1s as foljows

What 1s contemplated 1n the verses where the number
of slokas 1n the Gita 1s given, 1s not merely the Gita with the
700 slokas but the Gita along with another portion called
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Gitasira That 1s now available as a sepaiate work, but 1
some manuscripts 1t 15 mentioned as part of the Bhisma
Parvan There are two recensions of the work If one
of these recensions 1s also added to the Cjiti and if some
further manipulations are 1lso effected we can get 743 verses
distributed among S'ri Krsna, Arjuna, Safijaya and Dhrta-
ristra according to one reading of the enumeration in the
verscs Lven then the total comes only to 743 Then he
concludes that in one of the two places, we must accept the
altcrnative reading five (pafica) for seven (sapta) found n
some of the manuscripts and the total may be reduced by
two

The furthcr process necessary after including the Gitasira
as an integral part of the Gita 1s to transpose some verses that
are now credited to Arjunt to the credit of Safijaya The
words of the different speakers are indicated by the direction—
“so and so says” Whcrever 1n the narration itself 1t 1s

stated that the following words are by a particular person, this
direction— so and so speaks —i1s not necded In such

cases the words that follow need not be taken as the words of

the spciker but only 1s the words of the narrator indirectly
quoting the speaher s words  Thus in the first chapter of the

of the Gita, vloka 20 and the first half of 21 are
w9 sAafaar, TgT WA, Ffras )

9% TEETA 95T qUE ||
¥ az1 aafaaaEe aday |

“ Then the monhey bannered (Arjuna), seeing the sons of
Dhrtarastra well arriyved when the fall of weapons had
started, the son of Pandu spoke thus to the Lord of sense
organs (Krsna), O Lord of Earth ”
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This 15 the narratne by Sadjava  Then there 1s the
direction—Arjunt spcihs After this follow two verses which
are the words of Arjum

Now Prof , Bavalkar proposes to tike the two verses
1s the words of Sanjiva i which he reports the speech of
Arnjunmar - The wume s the case with vases 28 and what
follows oIn this w1y he reduces the slokas to the credit of
Arjuni by 21 wnd 1dds them to the verses of Sijayr - On the
same prnciple the words of Risny (verses 2 ind 3 of Ch 1)
art trawsforied to Swngpyya Thus we are very naar the mark
m the case of Arjuniand Swipnya - The wdditions fiom the
Gitasara bring the numbar to the cradit of hisnyalso very
near the mark  The naxt stop to bing the totals to very near
wccuricy 1s to takhe 1 fow vorses s hving siv Padas instead of
the usual four I aum not giang here the detuls of the
Profcssor < cdcuhwions T give only the generl method he
has followed  Those who ue intaested m the detuls ¢ look
mto the uticle itscdf

The Iitch comes m whan the Profossor is compdliad to
limit to the first chapter and the hrst 10 verses of the 2nd

chaptar the process of transfornng vases from the spoihar to
the nurtor where the narrtionatscdf apart from the dircction

that follows cxpresses that what follows 15 the speech of such

and t such 1 person
The Professor says that the rail Gt begimms only from

the daventh varse i the sccond cnpter, the phce where
Sinkarn begims s commentary  Thordfore although the
claventh verse 15 preceded by the stitement m the narrition

itsJf
agard aftea mgafa wwa )
s fAfrafug a9 )
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“To him spoke the Lord of the sense organs (Krsna),
with 1 smile 1s though, O Bharata, as he was bemoaning 1n
the middle of the two armies, these words ”
the following verses are not included in the words of Safjaya
as an indirect report, but only as the actual ‘words of hrsna
Onc may concede that there 15 a difference between the first
chapter and the first ten verses of the second chapter on the
onc hind and the rest of the Gitd on the other  The 1cal
tcaching of the Gitd begins only at that point and 1t 1s this
fact that diffcrentintes the two parts But the whole test s
the Gita and there 15 nothing te justifv « difterence in the
method of mtroducing the words of onc speaker and 1nother
in the two sections or wn the method of construing the text
It 15 a peculianty of the Mahabharata style of narration that
sometimes 1 speech 1s introduced simply with the direction—
“so ind <o speihs without the spcaker bang announced 1n
the mctrical narration atsclf and sometimes there 1s the men
tion 10 the metrical narration 1s well as the direction

Thacfore the suggestion of the entire hirst chapta and
the tirst ten verses of the second chapter being assigned to
Safijay v except the first verse of the hirst chapter 1s not quite
acceptable I do not know what thc method 15 mn the
Gitasarn  Since I do not consider the procedu e quite satis
fictory, I do not proposc to tike the trouble to cxunine the
Gitdsarv  \gun usloka s always tiken 15 consisting of four
Padas whether the sense ends there or not It 1s true that
normally there 1s the end of 1 completed 1dea at the end of
every slok1  But thac are cases where the sense continues
in the following hnes also  If a metrical umit 1s tiken as
corresponding to 1 men ning unit there are cases where 1 metni-
cal umt 15 longer than four Padas  But that 1s quite different
from calculating 1 sloka as consisting of more than four Pidas
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.
when we fin the number of verses m a work  If the Professor
c1n establish that in counting the number of slokas, tradition-
ally what w15 counted was not units of four Padas but sense-
units, then we < aceept the Professor s position that in
counting the number of slokas i the Gitd at 1s not umiformly
units of four Pidis that were counted 1w 1 sloky but some
timies longgt umits contunmg wven sixy Pidas wae iegarded as
onc slok

The Professor s calculations antuls too many hoks that
cnnot be rewdily weepted It at best imounts to in attempt
at 1 daver way of wcommodatng something we cannot word
It 15 not at al v nataal wanv of Gleulting the number of
verses 1ino1 work Tt oas trae that Indinm Sistruc tradition
15 full of compromises and spint of wcommodition The
Mimimsihis aind the Vadinuns hive to compromise on a
Iirge numba of pomnts ind hue to weommodate a Trge
number of unwelcome theories i estiblishing thar doctiime
of Vedis ind thar wthontitne nuture Sankara s monism
15 not free from disigrecible positions The ultra rition thism
of the Nan nihis often lcad tham to the most unresonable
assumptions — Postulition of God to (xplun various pheno
menm of Nature ercaites more difhcultics than e solved by |
the postuliion T have to admut that the Professor s pro
cedure 15 not at Al v departure from the traditional Indiin
Yistraic pith  But im Mimamsa in Vadanta o monism, |
rationalism, 1 thasm, overywhere there 1o L cart nn funda !
mental pomt at ssuc which has to be defended it all costs
But his the Profcssorsany such fund imental pomnt atas ue
which Ras to be protected it ll costs, cven at the nsk of
Inding onesclf 1n precinous positions # Is there i unbroken
universal tradition about the number of the slokis in the Gata

being 745 ¢ Apart from thc striy refercnce it a pirticular
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placc 1n the Mahabharata, has the enumeration any authority °
Did Yankara know the number of slokas in the Gita to be
7457 Did he accept 1t > Has any Acérya, any commentator
worth rccognition, accepted the number? The answer 1s an
emphitic ‘no Yankarnh detimitely says that the number
of verses in the Gita1s 700  All the Acaryas have accepted
the text s contuning 700 slokas  Under the condgtions 1s 1t
not better to assume thit the cnumeration given in the M ha-
bharata 1s a later intcrpolation without a tradition behind 1t ?
Is 1t rcasonable to assume that S'ankarn knew the Gita as
contatning 745 slohs, consisting cf the present Gita ind the
Gitasart wnd that he started a new tradition of his own, with
1 Giti of only 700 slokas omitting the Gitasira portion,
which till his time was 1n intergral part of the Gita ®

Since Prof Belvalkar has undertiken the cdition of the
Bhisma Parvan for the Bhandark ir Oriental Research Institute,
he will be the best judge to dectde about the authenticaty of
the cnumerition Docs the portion contuming the cnumera
tion hind 1 plice m mumuscripts representing different parts
of India and lso representing the different ages in the histroy
of the Mihabhiriti mwuscripts ? Is there iny cvidence to
show that the cnumcerition his 1 tradition behind it that st
must be taken as 1 genuine part of the Mihabhisata, that it 1s
authentic wnd rchible ? Arc we bound by that tiadition ?

I may mention that there 15 no umiformity 1bout this
tradition Messrs b Ramaswumi Sastrulu and Sons of Madras
have recently brought out an cdition of the Mahabhirity bascd
on South Indinn manuscripts It 18 found that in bringing
out the edition 1 faurly hrge number of manuscripts have been
made usc of ind the rewdings we sufhciently representative of
the South Indnn tiadition  The chapter contaiming this
enumcrition 1s not found in this edition  In this edition the



INTRODUCTION XAlX

chapter that follows the aghteenth chapter of the Bhagavad
Gita begins

Ja0e I -
ng FfTeadiF REFRaEI T |
% 74 Wigwad 3@ qogar g fF

This 15 the chapta that follows the onc whare the cnume-
rtion of the ovtent of the Giti s givan weording to the
Kumbhihonim cdition

In 1 Tdugu 1 diton of the Maihibharty the first fow
verses of the chapter, contuning the cnumcration of the
verses of the Gitd ind the pras st of the Gitg, wre omitted
ind the chapter begins

At 9TAT 201 |

On v pur with the attempt of the Suddhv Dharma
Mandalv to produce 1 Gitiwith 745 verses 1s the attempt to
produce wnothar version of the Giti with 745 verses by the
Lditor of the Gitvin the public wion of the Risasdld Aust
dhisrumam of the Gondal State Herd the Gitd s m aghtoen
chapters but contuns many (striverses in comprison with
the normil Guta This cdition 15 bised on vvery rarc and
old «opy m manuscript form avalible in thar Libin
The tavt printed there docs not contun 45 oxtri varses
The tirst chapter contuns only 46 verses as comparcd with
the 47 of the normu Gita - But in the other chapters thore
are 20 verses extrr Thus the toxt contuns only 719 vorses

\ccprding to the editor, the instruction given to Arjuni
by the Lord was introduccd into the Mihabhirity In Vyisy
m the form of the verses ind 15 nat in the Linguayg o o1 form
of the onginil instruction
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It 1s supposed that the Persian translation of the Gita
1s in 745 verses Rao Bahadur Prof Kk V  Rangaswami
Anyangwr has contributed a short note on the subject to
the Hindu of 15th August, 1937 There he says that there
are two translations into Persian, one by Abul Fazul into
Persian Prose and the other by Faizi to Persian verses
1 bhavc scen 1 copy of one of the editions of the latter  That
contains exactly 700 verses and 1s in Prose  Chapter by
Chapter 1t 1s 1dentical with the normal Gita both n content
and 1 the number of verses The colophons also agree

I rom the Catalogues of Persiin Manuscripts in the
British Muscum wnd in the Indian Othee, I am not able to
wscertun the rcil name of the translator wnd the number
of verses transhited  The question whether the translition
1S prosc or verses 1s 1lso not quite clear  The whole Maha
bhariwty 15 waulable in Perstin translhition . Once has to
ascertun 1f the Gitd 1s only v part of that translation or
whether thae s an independent translation of the Gita into

Persiin The nume of Dare Shukoh 1lso appears 1s the name

of one of the translations i the Libraries in London ~ As
things are, the wthornty of Prsiin translations to establish
the tradition of 1 Gitd with 745 verses 1s too shaky

Prof Belv ki has specinl facilities ind opportumties
to exummne the question fully  After 2 thorough examina
tion of 1l the mainuseripts and all rddevant materinls, he
can best give v deasion regarding the authenticity of the
enumcrition  given i the 43rd  chapter of the Bhisma
Parvan according to the humbhakoham cdition  If 1t 1sa
mecre nterpolition of 1 far later duy, 1 sec no reason why
schalirs should worry  1bout the matter and trv to resort
to out of the way mcthods to bring in the Giti to the
scheme of this «numcerition  If it 15 proved beyond question
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that the cnumerition 15 authentic and ancient and if 1t 1s also
proved that we must accept the number given there, then
some mcthod Lik¢ the one followed by the Professor may be
resorted to Thare are At prosent only two attempts at the
solutton one Iy the Suddha Dharma Mandilv and by the
Ausadhi iy i the Gondal State ind the other by Prof
Bulvalkirg As butween the two, the chowce hos i fwour of
the Lt The <o clled Kashmenan recension docs not have
any pretension to offoring 1solution on the matter

Apart from the fact that the Suddhy Dhuma Mandah
has not produced iy ovidence of the raal existence of 1 work
cilled the Gitl s punted by tham wath the commentary of
the Haum<t Yopin which too s publishad thare s the other
stll unsatisfactory position that aven after gotting at ths toxt
of the Gitn with 745 <lokas thae s the noed for 1 furtha
re llocwtion of 12 slohas from Arjuni to kianit to cquihse the
text to the cnumaition One idso wonders why, f the

number of chipters 1s bised on the number of syllibles in the
Giyatrn the numbar of verses in the Gita has not any anth

metical rdation to this number 7145 15 not a multiple of 24

L urthcr, veryone hnows that the real Gayatet of the Ved !
consists of thrue Pidas of aght sylhibles cach ind not of four
Padas of siv syllibles cich Sice 1t 1 Lter stage in the
history of clissical Sansknt, slokas were fixed i 1 regula
four Pad1 schemc the Gayatri was at v hiter apc weepted as
consisting imvanably of four the Padas of siv sylhibles cich
The contention that the Gitd as found in the Mihibharaty s
only an eliboration of sthe teaching, of the Lord incorporatcd
in the text by Vydsa and 1s not in the exact form in which
the teaching was given, introduces furthcr complications id
I can better consider this aspcct of the problem m conncction
with the relation of the text to the Mahibhirata
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I have alrexdy considered one aspect of the problem of
the text of the Gitd, namely that the Gitd originally had 745
verses and was mutilated in course of time into its present
form of 700 verses I have also pointed out the two ways of
approrch to this problem  There 1s the other theory of the
Gitd having once been a much shorter text, which in course
of time gathered additional matter and assumed 1ts present
dimensions  This 1s what muy be called the modern school of
historical criticism It was the late Prof Garbe who first
evolved this theory  He held that it must have becn originally
an indcpendent short work, which was later mnfixed into the
Mahabhirata with much new matter added to it It must
originilly hue been 1 short work on the Bhagavata or Bhakta
cult  All other doctrines coming within the text must be
later additions  The mam thesis in this theory was accepted
by his disciple the late Prof Rudolph Otto of the Marburg
University, who did not accept the theory of the text having

been intixed into the Mihabhirita at 4 Iater stage His view
15 that the text formed inointegil part of the Mahabharata

only, the original text dealt with Bhaktt Al other doctrines
were Iter added

I have had the privilege of meeting Prof Otto constantly
for neatly two years when I was a student at his Unnersity,
namely the Marburg University, and T had also the privilege
of bomg associited with come of his works  During that time
I had discussed this point about the Gitd with him on various
occastons It 1s truc that at that time he had not been
working on this book He was then bringing out the
re edition of the Visnu nirdayana and the Doctrine of Rimanuja
(the latter bang 1 transltion of the commentary of Bhagavan
$'ri Raminujicdrya on the hirst Satra of the Vedanta) ““ The
Onginal Gita” was published only ten years after I was in
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his constant company at his University T had opportunities
of meeting him during his Iater visits to Indin iso, after my
return from Europt

Naturally we could not agree on what he called the
“Urgostalt da® Bhngnad Giti Fyen after roading the
learned Profcssor s work on the subjeet, Tstill wondar why
the text of tho Giti must be sphit up mto two puts, one
formmg the ongmil tant wd the othar formmg the haa
additions  The mun contention 15 that tacre s no umty n
the present tent that thae are diverse ind cven contheting
tenets woven mto the same text My posttion s this If
thae ate cortun portions - the present Giti wlhich are at
vamance with the contral core then we hve necessuly to
tssume thit some onc tcepolated the portion mto an ongmal
umtiry teat and thus brought hout the ninture of mutually
confhicting tencts It cannot be demed that the graat Acaryas
have aceeptad this Titer version of the taat s the basis for the
devdlopment of than doctrimes This Iaads on natundly to the
posttion that tharc was at come ¢ uly stage somc one with 2 clear
mind which could discriminate between things that will min to
gether and things that will not so muix Some such mind was the
source of the ongmal Gitd where thac s umty ind humony,
wherc thae 1s no attempt at bringing in things that will rot
well miv At some Inter stage ¢ ime into the ficld minds that could
not so distinguish between what will wodl miv and what will
not so mix Bemng naturally incapible of noticg mcon
gruities and 1nconsistencies, such minds were the source of
the Iater interpolations df portions throughout the toxt which
were essentially at variance with the onginal matter

The presumption 1s that therc were two kinds of currents |
in Indian thought One was straightforwird ind ritioml
The _other was crooked and dogmatic  The Gitd w s i ongin |
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the product of the straightforward method of thinking  Later
this tcxt was corrupted by the crooked and dogmatic mind
Any onc who rcids through the European contribution to
Indological research can notice the prejudice, in many cases
unintention1l, which the Europeans have entertained for what
they call the Brahmana mentality  Garbe was one of the fore
most 1n driwing a distinction between the Brahmapas and the
Ksatriy 15 1n so fir 1s contribution to Religion and Philosophy
15 concerned  He traces all the high and sublime fhghts of
philosophical thoughts in Indin, found m the Upamsads to the
Ksatriyas wind all the so called fintastic rchigious, ritualistic
and sociil superstitions to the Brahmanas Pargiter in his
“ Ancient Indin Historienl Tradition’ draws 2 distinction
between  the rddinble geneology of dynasties according to
Ksatriy 1 tradition ind the unreliable tradition handed down by
Biihmanis  In the case of the Bhagavad Gita the antithesis
15 not between the ksatriyas and the Brahmanas but between
the purc Bhigavaty cult and the Iater Brahmanieal 1evival

If we weept the position that there was an original Gita
with a pure and unmixed hine of Bhakti thought and that later
this Gitda was stufted with doctrines not coherent with the ori
ginal thought then we cannot escape the position that all the
persons tesponsible for this adulteration of the Original Gita,
all the great Aciryas who accepted this adulterated Gita, were
mcapible of consistent thought  If we read the later philos
ophical works in Sanshrit what strikes us most 15 that they
made 1 fetish of conwistency Al the Vada Granthas are the
results of an attempt to correlate the different parts of a
Sastra into 1 conwistent whole, 1gnoring differences due to
difference 1n time and place and differences of these authors
who expounded the doctrines  Thus in the field of Grammar,
the traditionnl c\ponents of the subject disregarded the
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historical growth of lnguage wd tried to deal with language
as though 1t 15 1 static and unchanging phcnomenon in man s
lifc and they 1lsg tried to expound the works of Panmn,
Katydyani and Patanpih s v oangle umtuy saence  The
c\ponents hnew’ that thore was inconsistancy and vet they
tricd to builld up v consistent system out of the thice tonts
The entite Vedic htenture divided mto - the differant strata
of the Simhitis, Bidhmaps wnd the Upunsads the products
of diffcrent curtents of evolution of thoughts it diffirent times
and m diffurent plices were for the towhas of Indim rchigion,
philosophy ind  sociology 1 consistent whole forming the
foundation of Indian hfc il s wpocts And so fuas
Vidanta philosophy 15 concaned the Brahmu Sutis and the
Bhignd Gita adong with the Taest portions of the Vadie
Iterature, numdly  the Upusids formed the bisis of that
systam of philosophy  When Indiin munds wore making such
forts to hnd out 1 consistent form of thought m incoherent
teats, 1t 1s nconcen ble that they should hwe baon gulty of
tihing up v simple strughtforw ird text ind adding up
coherent matter into it

It 15 onc thing to s1y thut the Gity, as atis, contuns
mcohcrent thoughts It 15 quite vditfarant thing to say that
it was ongmally a simplar text, which wais converted it 2
muddle of nconsistent thoughts at vlwter styge 1 im now
discussing only this sccond question and it s this which T want
to opposc  If Gita contuns mcoherent thoughts, then such
incoherunce 1s an onginal and mtegral part of the Gita wnd
not a later transformation  This 15 my position

When we take up thc question of the consistency of
the text of the Gita, there ire two questions that should b
considered  One 1s the consistency of the text with the mun
Mahabharata and the other 15 the consisteney of the different
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in a plane where there are no limitations like time and space
Thus the problem of how such a long conversation could
have tiken plice on the Battle field shoyld not be raised
The consequent 1inconsistency between the Gita and its
context vanishes !

Man’s mind functions 1n mysterious ways and one should
not ask why doubts arise 1n the minds of different men 1n dif
ferent wavs If the Gitd werc 1 short treatise written by some
one to deal with 1 particular problem, then we can talk about
precision ind consistency  The Lord has to clear Arjunas
mind of its doubts and vascillitions  When doubts arise 1n
his mind regairding virous points, the Lord has to givea
reply, mstead of questioning the relevancy of the doubts It
15 1n the very nature of the situation i which the Gita
teaching 1s imparted that the test should deal with different
problems and should prescnt problems and their solutions s
vicwed from diffcrent angles

Among the diffrent and secmingly conflicting thoughts
in the Gitd wht 15 the raal tewching ? Some Aciryas Iy the
emphasis on Jidna and Vairdgya, others lay the emphasis
on Bhakti, still others cmphisise the Karma aspect  Some
people tind 1 it nspiration to use physical force 1n defence
of virtue  Others consider the general setting as not of much
importance nd accept the text s essentially 1 teaching of
pcrce  If one ¢ say that umong the doubts in the mind of
Arjunt, 1 particulr onc wis the chief one, then we can also
say that the wswer to that doubt 1s the chief teaching of
the Lord  As 1t 15, there are many problems and there are
the corresponding solutions Every one can take asethe real
tecaching that solution which removes his particular doubt  No
one can give a categorical answer to the problem of the real
Teaching of the Gita I consider the question as irrelevant
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It 1s as irrelevant as the question whether in creating man,
there was morc emphasis on the hinds or on the legs  We
cannot s1v that the back bonc 15 the real and ongimal man
and that all other parts are Iiter accictions due to confuston
of thought and\ 1< such should be ramoved from the onginal
and purc body of man  The <ume thig s tiue of the Gita
also Thy Gt s v umt and saves the viying naeds of a
suffering humamity Tt s mondivasible whole v unut
It 1s m ths spint that T present this cdition of the Giti
to the world
( KUNHAN RajA
The Adyar Library
15 January 1941
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